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Introduction

The Texas Department of Public Safety, Driver License Division, is committed to creating a faster, easier, and
friendlier driver license experience and a safer Texas. One step toward achieving these important goals is to continu-
ously improve the Texas Driver Handbook by providing you with accurate information on traffic laws, clear images
of road signs, examples of common driving situations, and general safety tips. We have also included special tips to
emphasize important information you need to know.

Although the Texas Driver Handbook has been revised, its primary purpose remains the same: 1) to help you qualify
for a Texas driver license, and 2) to help you become a safer driver.

The information contained in this handbook is not an official legal reference to Texas traffic laws. The information
provided is only intended to explain applicable federal and state laws you need to understand in order to success-
fully operate a motor vehicle in Texas. If you would like to know the actual language of any traffic or criminal laws
referenced in this handbook, please refer to the Texas Transportation Code and Texas Penal Code.

Once you receive your Texas driver license, keep this handbook as a reference on traffic safety and update it as
needed. The Texas Legislature meets every two years and regularly makes changes to traffic laws. For the most cur-
rent information on driver licensing visit our website at http:/www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/.

Contact Us
Please contact us if you have any questions regarding this handbook or if you need additional information.
Phone Number: (512) 424-2600
Customer Support page: www.dps.texas.gov/driverlicense/customer_service

Mailing Address: Texas Department of Public Safety
Driver License Division
PO Box 4087
Austin, TX 78773-0300

If you prefer, you can contact your local driver license office directly. Please refer to Appendix B in this handbook
to locate a driver license office in your area.

If you would like to provide feedback on the information in this handbook visit, www.survey.utexas.edu/txdps/.

ADA Accommodations

If you need to make special arrangements to accommodate a disability prior to visiting a driver license office, you can
e-mail us using our secure website at www.dps.texas.gov/driverlicense/customer_service or call us at (512) 424-2600.
Please contact us at least five to seven business days prior to your visit to allow us time to accommodate your request.

If you are in need of assistance but fail to receive reasonable accommodations, you may have grounds for a grievance.

DPS Grievance Procedures can be found in the 37 Texas Administrative Code §1.41, http://www.sos.texas.gov/tac/ and
on our website at www.dps.texas.gov.

The Texas Department of Public Safety does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, or disability.

The information contained in the Texas Driver Handbook is the property of the Texas Department of Public Safety
and may not be modified in any way for distribution or publication without the express prior written consent of the
Department.



Dear Texas Resident:

Operating a motor vehicle is an important privilege and responsibility for drivers, especially
in a state as large as Texas with more than 310,000 miles of public roadways. Tragically, every
year in Texas, approximately 3,000 people are killed in traffic crashes and more than 80,000 are
seriously injured. Today, more than ever, drivers must avoid distractions in their own vehicle
while also staying alert for impaired or unsafe drivers sharing the roadway — failing to do so
could have tragic consequences.

The goal of the Texas Department of Public Safety is to provide you with critical safety information
about driving in Texas in an effort to keep you, your passengers and other travelers safe on our
roadways. Please carefully review and learn the information in this handbook, and always be
mindful of the great responsibility that goes with obtaining a driver license and operating a
motor vehicle in Texas.

Respectfully,
_Cteern O 1 C i

Steven C. McCraw
Director
Texas Department of Public Safety



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: YOUr LiC@NSE 10 DIV ......cooiiiiierirccerrnecerescmeeess e e se e e se s s e e s me e s me e en s e eenns 1
Who May Drive @ Motor VENICIe iN TEXAS? .....eiiiiiiieiieiriee ettt sttt 1
TYPES OFf TEXAS DIIVEI LICENSES ..eeueeetieiitieeiieeiteeeteeteeste et e steesseeeseessaeesaeesseeesseessseesesanseesessnseanseesnsen 1
@ 1T ol D T g 1V G I ol =T o T =TT SRPRR 3
Fees and Driver LiCENSES TOr VETEIANS.......ccceiiiieeieeecteeete et e ste e et e s e e see e e sne e e sne e se e ereanneeenres 5
(o LYo A A Tet= XA Lo Y T (12 T = T e L3 5
Medical and Emergency INfOrmation .........ccceiieieieccie e 5
(1o T 1ol B ToTo - Lo o HT TSP UTEPRPRPRI 6
VOolUNTAry CONTIIDULIONS ...t n e e e e sae e e b e e s e e nne e sreenneesans 6
How 10 Obtain @ TEXas DIiVer LICENSE.....ccciiiii ittt sttt st sa e b b naeeears 6
(DT Y g =t [U Tl o o PSR 7
Penalties for Driving WithoUt @ LICENSE .....oiiiiiiiiiiciieee ettt s s 9
ReSTrictions Placed ON @ LICENSE ...coouueiiiiiiiieeiie ettt st e ettt e st e e e ne e e senne e e snseeeeaneeeenns 9
Replacement (Duplicate) or Change of a Driver License or ID Card.......ccoccevevriiennienienseesseeenaenn 10
RENEWING @ LICENSE ...ttt ettt e e et e e e e e e ane e e e e e e s ane e e e e e e e nbneeeeeeaanneeeeaeannneeeas 10
SUSPENSIONS ANA REVOCATIONS ...c.eeeieiciiie et et e st e s e e et e e e nae e s saneeeeneeesenneeesnneenan 1
(@Y a1l | = T ) o T3 R 13
Court-Ordered Suspensions, Revocations, and Cancellations ..........cccceeeciieeccee e e e 13
[T 11 LSRR 14
Driving While License INValid (DVVLI) ..c...ooiiiiieiiiiieiiieeie ettt st sttt e ne e s 14
Penalties for Non-Driving Alcohol-Related Offenses by MinoOrs ........cccccovceeveeiciieccie e 14
Occupational License (Essential Need LICENSE).......cccccueriiieeeeeieieceies e seee e e e et et e e e e e e snee s 15
Driver Responsibility Program (DRP) ........couiiiiiiiiiee ettt et e s e e snee e s snneeens 15

Chapter 2: Vehicle Inspection and Registration ..........cccccccmiieccscemnnnincccsecesssnsscsseceeenennnes 18
RV 7= T Tel LI 1 T o =Yt d e o SRR 18
Required EQUIPMENT FOr VENICIES.......ccoieeeeeceeeeee et e e 18
Equipment YOU MUSt NOt HaVe ...ttt e e e e 19
Optional EQUIPMENT FOr VENICIES .......eeeeee e e 19
REQIStration Of VENICIES ....cccuvieeee ettt ettt e s e e e se e saeeeneeenee s 19

Chapter 3: Safety Responsibility .......cccceecriirceiiiccrrrcccr e 21
The Liability INSUIrANCE LAW...ciiiiiiieiieiseiee ettt e et e e s see e s se e e e snte e e e neeesaneeeennseeenans 21
Evidence of Financial ReSponSibility.......coiuiiiiiiiiiiieeee e e 21
Failure to Provide Evidence of Financial Responsibility.......cccccccoeieiniiiiin e 21

Chapter 4: Right-0f-Way ..o e s s s e s s s s s ssn e s smmn s smmn e s 23
Right-0f-Way at INTerS@CTIONS. ....c.uiiiieeiie ettt e e et e e e e e st eense e eateesseeenseesaeeeneenneen 23
Yield Right-of-Way to Emergency VENICIES .......cooui it 25
Yield Right-0f-Way t0 SCNOOI BUSES.......ccceeiiieiiecii et cee ettt reesnne e 26
Yield the Right-of-Way to Pedestrians (Persons on FOOt) .......ccccvrieinierieiiienien e 26

Chapter 5: Signals, Signs, and Markers..........ccccerrminnninnmnss s s s 28
B oY o I PSP STPRR 28
= 1ol e LSS 28
VA T a1 g Yo TY Lo oL PP P P OTRPPTRPRPPN 29
Regulatory and Warning SigNS.....cou oo eeeeesee et etee st e e s e s e ee e e sneeeesaseeeeneeesenneeesnneeenn 33
LCTU e [T Lo o T PRSP RS 35
e YT oY To VAV 2 T oY g Y TRY o o T3 SR 35
PAVEMENT IMIATKINGS ..eeueeiiii ittt sttt st b e st be e bt e st e e be e st e e be e sabe e saeesabeesaeesneennee s 36
5T =Y LSRR 38
HEAING IMPAITEA... ittt s b e e st e et e st e e be e sabeesatesabeesateeneenaee s 38
Construction and MaintENANCE DEVICES ....c.ocueriiiiieeeiieeeeeie e e e etee s seee e et e e s eee e e saeeeesseeesenneeesnneeens 38



Obey Warning Signs and BarriCades .......cc.eveeuiericeeeeeiee e s e e st e e e e e e e nee e snneas 40

Slow-Moving Vehicle EMDBIEM ... e e 40
Chapter 6: Signaling, Passing, and TUrNING ........ccccceriemieminen s ssnenas a1
Y Ce 10 T=1 L1 0T USRS 41
o= 111 0T ST 41
B U1 11T PSPPSR PPN 42
Chapter 7: Parking, Stopping, or Standing .........ccccciririrminin 45
Do Not Park, Stop, or Stand @ VEhICl........ueeiiiiieieceee et 45
Do Not Park or Stand @ VEhicle ... et s 45
DO NOt Park @ VENICIE.....coieeeiee ettt et ne e n e n e 45
Chapter 8: Speed and Speed Limits.........cccurierireemrincsrrrsrser e s s s e s sme e eens 48
1Y 01T PSSR 48
Y o 1T=Te N 411 PSP O PR RRTPRR 48
SIOW DOWN OF IMIOVE OV T .....ueieieiiiueeiesee st etesse et sse et st e b easesseeas s eneensssaeesneenesaeeanesaeesnesanesneensenneens 49
Y 0 =Ty 2 T 1 ' ST TRRRI 49
Chapter 9: Some Special Driving Situations .......cccccvcccccimrinrcccscrer e 50
[ =T To |1 Te o £ PSPPSRSO 50
HIGNWAY DIIVING wetiiiiiiiieiee ittt st sttt b e st e e b e st e e s st e e be e sabeebeesateesaeesaseesateenseenneen 50
Controlling a Car in Special SItUAtIONS .......c.ci i e e 51
VVINTEE DIIVING ettt et s et e e b e e s ae e e sase e e e abe e e s aase e e saneeeeanseeseaneeesnneesanreeannne 52
30 10 g Ve 1= oL XU -3 52
[T o SO P P USPRAPPPR 53
Share the Road with Trucks (Large trucks and truck-tractor combinations)........ccccceccverecerinnennn. 54
Share the Road With MOTOrCYCIES.......oiiiiiii e e e s 55
Share the Road with Light Rail........cooiiiii e e s 56
Share the ROad With BiCYCIEs ......eiiiiiiiieees et st st ne e e s 56
(DT d e Tt (=Y [ e [ § 1V oV PSP PT TR PRS 57
NGl T IV oY1 T B T AV oV PSSP 57
Chapter 10: Alcohol and Drug Impact on the Driving Ability ......cccccoeviiiiniiiiinicnnnen 58
The Number One Killer is AICONOL ..o e e 58
Texas Tough Alcohol-Related Laws for MINOIS .........ccciiiiiiieiieiie et 59
Texas Alcohol-Related Laws fOr AUILS .....c.ooeiiiiiieieeee e e 61
KNOW YOUE L@l LMt ..c.iiiiiiiie ittt et ettt s a e s e s s e e e e neeenee s 61
Chapter 11: Motor Vehicle Crashes.........ccccoiicccicimmiiiccccree s sssssssres s sssssee s s ssssssssesssssnes 62
Crash Resulting in Injury to, or Death of @ Person.........cccii it 62
Crash Resulting in Damage t0 @ VENICIE ......oi it 62
Crash Involving an Unattended Vehicle. ... 63
Crash Resulting in Damages to a Fixture, Landscaping, or Structure........cccoecevveniciescensiesseeennenn 63
Hit-@Nd-RUN Crash@sS......couiiiiiiie et ettt s e e nae e st e e saeeene e saeeeneennne s 63
W To [T g I d o <IN oY (U1 =T RSP 63
Chapter 12: Pedestrian Safety ... 64
Laws and Safety Tips fOr PEAEStrIans. ......cuveiiriiiiiiieneese et et e 64
Laws and Safety Tips fOr IMOTOIIStS .....cccuiiiiieieeie e 64
Chapter 13: Bicycle Laws and Safety.......ccccucccimiccimicccinnsces e ssee s ssee s ssse s ssme e 65
2 1Ta Y e LI = & ATl 1Y PSP URR PR 65
Y AT =To I I Ta Tl Y =Y ] o T SRS 65
Bicycles Must Be Properly EQUIPPEA ...c..iiiiiiieiieiie ettt sttt s ne e s 66
Bicycle Safety GUIEIINES......c.oiiie ittt e e be e sae e e neennee s 66
RidiNG iN Wet WEAthEr ... ..o e e st n e st ene e enee s 66



Chapter 14: Additional Safety TiPs......cccccrrrrrrrsrrrsrissrissr e s 67

DEfENSIVE DIIVING w.eeeeiiieiieeee sttt e e e s ee e s e e e e s e b e s e e s b e e e e s reeneene e n e e e e eneeaes 67
Y=Y L0420 = 1T RS 67
VEhicles With OPEN BeAS.... ..ttt et a et b e et e e be e s beesae e sabeesaeeenneeaa 67
When Stopped by Law ENfOrCEMENT .....oouiiiiieie ettt st et ene e 68
[20eF: To I - T TSSOSO 69
Neighborhood Electronic Vehicles and Motor Assisted SCOOtErs......ouvriiiiiiieiiiiieneiee e 70
Speed Reduces YoUur Field Of ViSION ..ottt 70
YOUP KEYS 10O ST DIiVING...uiiiiiiiieeiie ittt ettt st te e sseesate e s seeenseesseeeseesneeeseenneeennes 70
Transporting Cargo and Materials .......cccoieveiirieiiereres e e 71
(@14 o ToT o I 1Y/ FoTq T )t e [ T TP P TP URPSPR SR 71
Steering LOCK OPEIatioN ..ot s se e s s s reene e 72
Appendix A: GIOSSAry Of TEIMS ........ccccceirceiisresserssr e e ssseesssne s sne s s e s ssnesssnesssnessnsssnns 73
Appendix B: Driver License Offices ......cccuririmrnisinisinrnss s s s 79
FUll-Time Driver LICENSE OffiCeS. ..o ittt a s 79
Scheduled Driver LICENSE OFfiCES ....iiiuiiiiiiiie ittt bttt saee s 79
Y 1Yo oI =T ok T g @ el LSS 79
2 o o 1= 4 o G 80
Study and Review Questions for Class C OPerators.....ccuviieeeieriieeieesee et see e e see e s enees 80
Y oY 1= 4 o T D N T 83



Chapter 1: Your License to Drive Texas Driver Handbook

Chapter 1: Your License to Drive

Who May Drive a Motor Vehicle in Texas?
Individuals who meet the following criteria may drive a motor vehicle in Texas.

Residents:
* Texas residents who have a valid Texas driver license
» New Texas residents who are properly licensed have 90 days, after entry into Texas, to secure a Texas driver license

* Any person, while driving or operating any road machine, farm tractor, or implement of husbandry temporarily operated or
moved on a highway is exempt from having a Texas license, unless the vehicle is a commercial motor vehicle

Nonresidents:

* Any nonresident who is at least 16 years of age and possesses a valid driver license issued in the nonresident’s home state or
Canadian province. Nonresidents at least 16 years of age who meet these criteria may drive a vehicle permitted to be operated
with a Class C or Class M driver license in Texas

* Nonresidents who are at least 18 years of age may drive any vehicle in Texas if they are legally licensed to drive such a vehicle in
their home state or country, and the home state or country grants like recognition (reciprocity) to citizens of Texas

Military:

* The driver of an official U.S. or state military service motor vehicle may drive a vehicle without a valid Texas driver license,
unless the vehicle is a commercial motor vehicle

. . . . . jal Not
* A nonresident on active duty in the U.S. armed forces, the member’s spouse, or dependent child who has a valid 5P3¢'a/n0
. . . Qa\
license issued by his/her home state Yoge‘fje‘/a Texas
. . . . . . . . a; er lice” e
* Any person on active military duty who holds a valid driver license issued by the U.S. armed forces in a foreign ‘Z n\;;/r all va/':
country may drive a motor vehicle in Texas for 90 days from the date of their return to the U.S. driver /’ii:
e

* Unless a license is suspended, cancelled, revoked or denied, a Texas driver license held by any person who enters i
or who is in the U.S. armed forces will remain valid as long as the:

- Service continues; and

- Person remains absent from Texas and the absence does not exceed 90 days from the date the licensee is honorably separated
from service or returns to Texas

Types of Texas Driver Licenses

Learner License (Instruction Permit)

A learner license, also known as an instruction permit, allows a student driver to legally practice driving when accompanied by a
licensed driver. The licensed driver must be at least 21 years of age with at least one year of driving experience, must occupy the seat
beside the driver, and cannot be intoxicated, asleep, or engaging in any activity that prevents observation and response to the actions
of the driver. A learner license will indicate “Learner License” on the front of the card and expire on the minor’s 18th birthday. A
person applying for a learner license must:

1. Be at least 15 but no more than 18 years of age
2. Complete the classroom portion of a driver education course, vision exam, and knowledge exam
3. Meet all other requirements for a first time driver license (original) applicant

Table 1: Learner License

Minimum Age Fee* Expiration

15 with driver education | $15 for license + $1 fee = $16 | For applicants less than 18 years of age the license expires on their 18th
birthday..

*A $1 administrative fee is included in most transactions. However, if you are completing multiple transactions at the same time either in-person or online then
you will only be charged the $1 administrative fee once. A $1 administrative fee is not charged for transactions made through the mail.

Applicants 18 years of age and older who wish to legally practice driving are issued a Class C license with the same restrictions as
a learner license. The license is generally valid for six years and costs $24 plus a $1 administrative fee.

Verification of Enrollment and Attendance (VOE) Form

If you are under 18 years of age and applying for your first Texas driver license, learner license, or provisional license, you must
provide evidence that you:

1. Have obtained a high school diploma or its equivalent; or
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2. Are a student enrolled in a public, private, or home school and attended school for at least 80 days in the fall or spring semester
preceding the date of application; or

3. Have been enrolled for at least 45 days and are enrolled at the time of application in a program to prepare individuals to pass
the high school equivalency exam.

This information is included on the Verification of Enrollment and Attendance (VOE) form issued by your school. Ask school of-
ficials to complete and sign the VOE form. The VOE may not be dated more than 30 days before the date of application for a license
during the school year or more than 90 days during the summer. The VOE must be presented to the driver license customer service
representative (CSR) when applying for, renewing, or removing permit restrictions from a license.

Hardship License
A hardship license (previously known as Minor Restricted Driver License or MRDL) may be issued to a minor who establishes the
necessity to drive and may have restrictions based on the qualifying hardship.

An application for a hardship license (DL-77) must be executed by an authorized adult on behalf of the minor. Both the adult and the
minor must sign the form and present it in person at the driver license office. Only a parent, guardian, or person having custody of
a minor may make application on behalf of a minor. If the minor does not have a parent, guardian, or custodian then an employer or
county judge may apply on behalf of the minor.

A person applying for a hardship license must:
1. Be at least 15 years of age but not more than 18

2. Complete and pass a driver education course (a driver education course includes both the classroom and behind the wheel
phase), vision, knowledge, and driving exams

3. Meet all other requirements for a first time driver license (original) applicant.
For more information, please visit our website, www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/teenDriver.htm.
DPS may require supporting documentation or conduct an investigation to confirm the information provided on the application.
DPS will issue a hardship license if it is determined that:

1. Failure to issue the hardship license will result in an unusual economic hardship for the family of the minor applicant

2. The hardship license is necessary due to an illness, disability, or death of a family member

3. The hardship license is necessary because the minor applicant is enrolled in a vocational education program that requires a
license for participation.

4. A court order requiring issuance of the hardship license is presented

Graduated Driver License (GDL)

Teenagers and young adults have the highest crash rates of all drivers, and motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for
U.S. teens. Young drivers make up 6.5 percent of the driving population but are responsible for 13 percent of fatal crashes. The
Graduated Driver License (GDL) program eases teens into the driving experience by phasing in driving privileges and minimizing
exposure to high-risk situations.

The GDL program applies to driver license applicants under 18 years of age and has contributed to a decrease in fatal crashes in
recent years. As a part of this program, all new driver license applicants are required to pass a driving exam conducted at a driver
license office or authorized testing facility.

The GDL program consists of two phases. Phase One applies to learner licenses. Phase Two applies to provisional licenses. All
drivers less than 18 years of age must meet the licensing requirements for a learner license or provisional license, but they are also
subject to additional requirements, including driver education and the GDL program.

Phase One: This phase requires applicants under 18 years of age to hold a valid learner, hardship, or combination of learner and
hardship license for a minimum of six months prior to the issuance of a provisional license.

If your license is suspended during Phase One, then the initial six-month period is extended by the number of days of the suspension
because your license is invalid during the suspension period.

A Texas learner license will be issued to new Texas residents who are at least 15 years of age, present an out-of-state instruction
permit, and submit a VOE form. A Texas learner license must be held for six months from the date of issuance before the individual
is eligible for Phase Two.

Phase One requirements do not apply to Class M (motorcycle) licenses. Under the GDL program, there is no minimum time a person
must hold a restricted motorcycle or moped license before applying for a Class M license.

Phase Two: Phase Two restricts the driving privileges of individuals until their 18th birthday following the issuance of a provisional
license.



Chapter 1: Your License to Drive Texas Driver Handbook

During Phase Two these individuals may not drive a motor vehicle:
1. With more than one passenger in the vehicle under the age of 21 who is not a family member

2. Between midnight and 5:00 a.m. unless the operation of the vehicle is necessary for the driver to work, to attend or participate in
a school-related activity, or due to a medical emergency

All drivers who are under 18 years of age are restricted from using a wireless communication device, including a hands-free device,
except in case of an emergency.

Provisional License

A provisional license is a driver license issued to persons 16 to 18 years of age that has the Phase Two GDL driving restrictions applied. The
license will be marked “PROVISIONAL” and expire on the license holder’s 18th birthday. A person applying for a provisional license must:

1. Be at least 16 but not more than 18 years of age

2. Complete and pass a driver education course (a driver education course includes both the classroom and behind the wheel
phases), vision, and driving exams

3. Have held a valid learner, hardship, or combination of learner and hardship license for at least six months
4. Meet all other requirements for a renewal driver license applicant

Out-of-State License Holders

Applicants who are at least 15 but less than 18 years of age and present a valid out-of-state instruction permit will be issued a Phase
One learner license. Applicants who are at least 16 but less than 18 years of age and present a valid out-of-state driver license will
be issued a Phase Two provisional license with passenger and time restrictions after successful completion of the driving exam.
Applicants must meet all other requirements for a first time (original) applicant.

All licenses issued to persons less than 21 years of age will be marked “UNDER 21”.

Classes of Driver Licenses

Class A, B, C, and M driver licenses are issued to individuals who are exempt or not required to obtain a commercial driver license
(CDL). Most non-commercial driver licenses issued to persons 18 years of age and older are valid for six years and cost $24 (a $1 admin-
istrative fee will be added to in-person or online transactions). Some applicants receive licenses with shorter terms due to restrictions
including, but not limited to, verification of lawful presence, sex offender registration requirements, or being 85 years of age or older.

Individuals who operate any of the following vehicles are exempt from obtaining a CDL but may need a Class A or Class B non-
commercial driver license because the type of vehicle driven still meets the definition of a commercial motor vehicle. For more
information on commercial motor vehicles and requirements for a CDL, please visit our website, http:/www.txdps.state.tx.us/
DriverLicense/CommercialLicense.htm or see the Texas Commercial Motor Vehicle Drivers Handbook. You may download the
handbook online at http://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-7C.pdf.

1. A fire-fighting or emergency vehicle necessary for the preservation of life or property or the execution of emergency govern-
mental functions whether operated by an employee of a political subdivision or by a volunteer fire fighter.

2. A military vehicle or a commercial motor vehicle when operated for military purposes by military personnel, members of the
Reserves and National Guard on active duty including personnel on full-time National Guard duty, personnel on part-time
training, and National Guard military technicians.

3. A recreational vehicle driven for personal use.

4. A vehicle that is owned, leased, or controlled by an air carrier, and is driven or operated exclusively by an employee of the air
carrier only on the premises of an airport, on service roads to which the public does not have access.

5. A vehicle used exclusively to transport seed cotton modules or cotton burrs.

6. A vehicle controlled and operated by a farmer:
a. Used to transport agricultural products, farm machinery, or farm supplies to or from a farm
b. Not used in the operation of a common or contract motor carrier, or
c. Used within 150 miles of the person’s farm.

Class A Driver License
A Class A driver license permits a person to drive:

1. Any vehicle or combination of vehicles described under a Class B or Class C driver license; and

2. A vehicle or combination of vehicles with a gross combination weight rating (GCWR) of 26,001 lbs. or more, provided the gross
vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of the vehicle(s) towed is in excess of 10,000 1bs.

A Class A driver license does not permit a person to drive a motorcycle or moped.
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Table 2: Class A Driver License

Minimum Age

Fee*

Expiration

18 or older (Applicants 18 to 24 are required to successfully complete an
approved driver education course.)

$24 for license + $1 fee = $25

Six years

17 with completion of an approved driver education course

$15 for license + $1 fee = §16

On applicant’s next birthday

*A $1 administrative fee is included in most transactions. However, if you are completing multiple transactions at the same time either in-person or online then
you will only be charged the $1 administrative fee once. A $1 administrative fee is not charged for transactions made through the mail.

Class B Driver License
A Class B driver license permits a person to drive:

1. Any vehicle included in Class C;

2. A single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 26,001 1bs. or more and any such vehicle towing either a vehicle

with a GVWR that does not exceed 10,000 Ibs. or a farm trailer with a GVWR that does not exceed 20,000 Ibs.; and

A Class B driver license does not permit a person to drive a motorcycle or moped.

Table 3: Class B Driver License

Minimum Age

Fee*

Expiration

18 or older (Applicants 18 to 24 are required to successfully complete an
approved driver education course.)

$24 for license + $1 fee = $25

Six years

17 with completion of an approved driver education course

$15 for license + $1 fee = $16

On applicant’s next birthday

*A $1 administrative fee is included in most transactions. However, if you are completing multiple transactions at the same time either in-person or online then
you will only be charged the $1 administrative fee once. A $1 administrative fee is not charged for transactions made through the mail.

Class C Driver License

1. A single vehicle or combination of vehicles that are not included in Class A or Class B and

2. A single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of less than 26,001 1bs. towing a trailer not to exceed 10,000 lbs.

GVWR or a farm trailer with a GVWR that does not exceed 20,000 Ibs.

3. An autocycle, defined as a motor vehicle, other than a tractor, that is:

* Designed to not have more than three wheels on the ground when moving

* Equipped with a steering wheel

» Equipped with seats that do not require the operator to straddle or sit astride the seat

* Manufactured and certified to comply with federal safety requirements for a motorcycle

A Class C driver license does not permit a person to drive a motorcycle or moped.

Table 4: Class C Driver License

Minimum Age

Fee*

Expiration

18 or older (Applicants 18 to 24 are required to successfully complete an
approved driver education course.)

$24 for license + $1 fee = $25

Six years

16 with completion of an approved driver education course

$15 for license + $1 fee = $16

On applicant’s 18th birthday

15 with the approval of a hardship license

$ 5 for license + $1 fee = $6

On applicant’s next birthday

*A $1 administrative fee is included in most transactions. However, if you are completing multiple transactions at the same time either in-person or online then
you will only be charged the $1 administrative fee once. A $1 administrative fee is not charged for transactions made through the mail.

Class M Driver License

A Class M driver license permits a person to drive a motorcycle or moped. Before applying for a Class M license, you must pass a
motorcycle operator training course approved by DPS. Motorcycle training course providers require drivers who are less than 18
years of age to present proof of completion of the classroom phase of a driver education course, hold a learner license (issued after
completing the classroom phase of a driver education course), or hold a valid Class C license prior to enrolling in a motorcycle

operator training course.

Minimum Age

Motorcycle: 16 with completion of the classroom phase of a driver education course (32 hours) and a DPS approved motorcycle

operator training course (16 hours).

Moped: 15 years of age with completion of the classroom phase of a driver education course (32 hours) and a DPS approved motor-

cycle operator training course (16 hours).
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Motor-driven cycle of 250 cc or less: 15 years of age with DPS approval for a hardship driver license or completion of the classroom
phase of a driver education course (32 hours) and a DPS approved motorcycle operator training course (16 hours).

For more information on Class M driver licenses, please visit our website, http://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/
motorcycleLicense.htm or see the Motorcycle Operator’s Manual. You may download the manual online at http://www.dps.texas.
gov/internetforms/Forms/DL-8.pdf

Table 5: Class M Driver License

Type Amount Expiration
18 and older | $24 for license + $1 administrative fee = $25 Six years
Under 18 $15 for license + $1 administrative fee = $16 On applicant’s 18th birthday
Add M Add M to current license requires a $15 exam fee + $1 administrative fee = $16 Expires with license
Renewal An additional $8 is required when renewing a Class M license + $1 administrative fee = $9 | Expires with license

*A $1 administrative fee is included in most transactions. However, if you are completing multiple transactions at the same time either in-person or online then
you will only be charged the $1 administrative fee once. A $1 administrative fee is not charged for transactions made through the mail.

Fees and Driver Licenses for Veterans

Veterans who are honorably discharged and receive compensation for a service-related disability of at least 60 percent are exempt
from paying driver license and ID card fees. Individuals applying for a CDL or who are required to register as a sex offender are not
eligible for this fee exemption. The veteran must meet all other licensing requirements.

Veteran’s Designation on Driver License

DPS offers a “VETERAN” designation on the face of the driver license and identification card (ID) for qualifying veterans. For
more information on the veteran designation, visit our website at www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/vetServices.htm.

Identification (ID) Cards

In addition to driver licenses, DPS issues ID cards with a photograph of the applicant. ID cards have a distinguishing number similar
to a driver license and are maintained in the driver record file. ID cards are displayed in a vertical format for individuals who are
less than 21 years of age and are horizontal for individuals who are 21 years of age and over. Applicants must provide documents in
accordance with DPS ID card policy requirements. For a list of acceptable documents to obtain an ID card, visit our website, http://
www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/applyfor]D.htm

Table 6: Identification (ID) Cards

Minimum Age Fee* Expiration

ID cards can be issued to any person of any age. Anyone under the age $15 card + $1 fee = $16
of 21 will have “Under 21" printed on the card. (59 or younger) Six years

$5 card + $1 fee = $6 (60 or older)

*A $1 administrative fee is included in most transactions. However, if you are completing multiple transactions at the same time either in-person or online then
you will only be charged the $1 administrative fee once. A $1 administrative fee is not charged for transactions made through the mail.

Medical and Emergency Information

On the reverse side of the card, state law requires DPS to print the statement “Directive to physician has been filed at telephone
#” and “Emergency contact number”. Space is provided on the surface for the license holder to write a telephone number and a
box to the left of the statement to indicate why the telephone number is provided.

Space is also provided on the back of the card to allow individuals to voluntarily list health conditions which may impede com-
munication with a peace officer.

Additionally, an application for an original, renewal or replacement driver license or ID includes the option to provide the name, ad-
dress and telephone number of two individuals who may be contacted in the event of injury or death of the applicant.

Allergic Reaction to Drugs
DPS does not print medical information on driver licenses or ID cards. To add medical information to the back of your driver license
or ID card, use a permanent ink pen and write the following information:

1. Name of your physician
2. Emergency contact number

3. Name of medication that may cause an allergic reaction
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Organ Donation

DPS offers “Donate Life Texas” pamphlets to any person who visits a driver license office. The pamphlets provide general informa-
tion on the Donate Life Texas program. If you choose to be an organ donor, a small red heart with the word “donor” will be printed
in the lower right corner on the front of the card. Cards that indicate a person’s wish to be a donor shall be conclusive evidence of a
decedent’s status as a donor and serve as consent for organ, tissue, and eye donation. You can register to be an organ, tissue, and eye
donor online at www.DonateLifeTexas.org.

Voluntary Contributions
If you are applying for an original or renewal driver license or ID card, you can voluntarily make a monetary contribution to the
following programs:

1. The Blindness Education, Screening, and Treatment Program administered by the Texas Commission for the Blind, which
provides screening and treatment for those individuals who are without adequate medical coverage.

2. The Glenda Dawson Donate Life Texas Program, which manages the donor registry and statewide donor education projects.

3. The Veteran’s Assistance Fund, which provides grants to local government and nonprofit organizations to enhance or improve
veteran assistance programs that address the needs of veterans and their families.

How to Obtain a Texas Driver License
If you are applying for a Texas driver license, you must comply with the following procedures.

Applying for a Texas Driver License
An application for a driver license must be made in person. You can obtain an application at any driver license office or download
an application from our website at www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/ApplyforLicense.htm.

All in-office applicants are provided an opportunity to complete a voter registration application.

All men 18-25 years of age who are U.S. citizens or immigrants are automatically registered for selective service upon issuance of
an ID card or driver license.

Required Documents and Application Information
To apply for a Texas driver license, you must provide the following documents and information.

1. Your full name, proof of residential address, mailing address, current county of residence, place of birth, and date of birth
. Identification documents

. Social security card or other acceptable evidence of a social security number

. Thumb or index fingerprints

. Physical description
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. Answer the medical status and history questions listed on the application. Individuals with certain medical limitations may have
their cases reviewed by the Medical Advisory Board (M AB) before the license is issued

7. Surrender any valid out-of-state driver license
8. U.S. citizenship status or lawful presence

For additional information and lists of acceptable documents, visit our website,
www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/ApplyforLicense.htm.

Driver Record

A complete record of all your examinations will be recorded on your application and scanned into the Driver License System where
it becomes a part of your permanent driving record. Any convictions for moving traffic violations or crashes, including out of state
records of convictions, will be recorded as part of your permanent driving record. To find out more information on driver records
and how to obtain a copy of your record, visit http:/www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/driverrecords.htm.

Evidence of Financial Responsibility (Vehicle Insurance)
When applying for an original driver license, you must provide evidence of financial responsibility or a statement that you do not
own a motor vehicle that requires the maintenance of financial responsibility.

Evidence of financial responsibility must meet at least the minimum amount required by Texas and cover each motor vehicle the
applicant owns that requires maintenance of financial responsibility.

Vehicle Registration

When surrendering an out-of-state driver license, a new Texas resident must submit, with a driver license application, evidence that
each motor vehicle owned by the person is currently registered in Texas, or indicate they do not own a motor vehicle required to
be registered. A registration receipt issued by the county tax assessor-collector of the county in which the new resident resides is
satisfactory evidence that your motor vehicle has been registered in Texas.
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Fees

The required fee(s) must be submitted before any exams will be given for an original Texas driver license. An additional $1 admin-
istrative fee is included in most transactions. However, if you are completing multiple transactions at the same time, either in-person
or online, you will only be charged the $1 administrative fee once. A $1 administrative fee is not charged for transactions made
through the mail.

For more information on all fees, refer to Appendix D of this handbook or visit our website,
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/DriverLicense/fees.htm.
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Individuals less than 25 years of age are required to

successfully complete an approved driver education course.
For more information on licensing requirements for applicants e
less than 25 years of age, visit our website at it
www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/ApplyforLicense.htm. o
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Minors

If you are less than 18 years of age, your application must be signed, under oath, by the parent or guardian with custody. If there is
not a guardian, your employer or county judge may sign the application. The person who signs may ask DPS to cancel your license
any time before your 18th birthday. This request must be in writing and sworn to before an officer authorized to administer oaths.
In addition, the minor applicant and cosigner must acknowledge receipt of information that explains the zero tolerance law. See
Chapter 10: Alcohol and Drugs Impact on the Driving Ability for more information.
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Examinations

Before any exams are given, you must pay the required fee. Your picture will be taken and you will be given a payment receipt. If
you do not pass the knowledge and driving exams on your first attempt, your application will be held for 90 days. After 90 days or
three failed exams, a new application and fee will be required.

The knowledge and driving exams are not required for applicants 18 years of age and older who surrender a valid out-of-state
license. After you have passed all applicable exams you will be issued a temporary license, which you may use for 45 days or until
you receive your permanent license in the mail. If you do not receive your license in 45 days, contact our customer service center at
(512) 424-2600 or www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/customer_service/.

Part 1: The Knowledge exam

As part of the Less Tears More Years Act, all applicants less than 25 years of age are required to take a driver education course to
apply for a driver license. Upon successful completion of certain courses, the person is not required to take the Class C knowledge
exam, also known as the written exam.

There are three types of knowledge exams.
1. Class C — Knowledge exam for all original applicants

2. Class M — Motorcycle road rules for motorcycle. This exam is also required for all moped license applicants. The exam for
all other Class M applicants is waived if you successfully complete a motorcycle operator training course and present proof of
completion.

3. Class A or Class B — Rules exam for operators of Class A and Class B vehicles

You need a grade of 70 percent or better to pass any knowledge exam.

Part 2: The Vision Examination

Your vision will be examined when you are at the driver license office. Depending on the results, you may be required to wear
corrective lenses while driving if the lenses improve your vision and help increase the safety of your driving. If the results are
inconclusive, you may be referred to your doctor.
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Part 3: The Driving Exam

The driving exam is given only after all other exams are passed and evidence
of financial responsibility is presented or the vehicle is exempt under the Texas
Motor Vehicle Safety Responsibility Act. The type of vehicle used for the driv-
ing exam must match the class of license on the application. No one less than
18 years of age is exempt from taking the driving exam.

Individuals may take a driving exam at a driver license office or through a
third party skills testing (TPST) school. The TPST program started September
1, 2014. The program permits certain schools to administer the non-commer-
cial driving exam. Individuals who take and pass the driving exam through an
approved TPST school must present the sealed envelope prepared by the TPST
school in order for the exam to be waived at the driver license office.

Individuals who complete the DPS-approved motorcycle operator training
course are not required to take a driving exam for a Class M license if the
person already has a valid, unrestricted Texas license. Individuals less than 18
years of age must pass the motorcycle driving exam.

Examples of Vehicles for Driving Exam
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Additionally, the driving exam is not required for anyone applying for a learner license.

A $10 exam fee is required when changing from a lower to a higher class license or when removing restrictions from a license. The

cost of adding a Class M to an existing license is $15.

Description of the Driving Exam

During the driving exam, you will not be asked to do anything illegal. You must follow all of the instructions given by the customer
service representative (CSR). Do not carry on a conversation during the driving exam.

If you are not eligible to drive in Texas, a licensed driver must drive the car to the driver license office and exam area. If you are not
issued a driver license then the licensed driver should also drive you away from the driver license office.

Upon completion of the driving exam, the CSR will explain all driving errors and let you know how to correct those errors.

Your application for a license will not be approved if you:
1. Violate the law
2. Refuse to follow instructions
3. Drive dangerously or have a crash

4. Have more than 30 points deducted on the driving exam

All drivers are graded on four basic skills, regardless of the type of driving exam.

1. Control — Your ability to make your car do what you want it to do

2. Observation — Your ability to see what other traffic is doing and other things that may create problems in traffic

3. Positioning — Your ability to drive in your lane

4. Signaling — Your ability to use turn signals as required

You may be graded on your performance on the following skills so it is good to practice before taking the driving exam.

a. Parallel parking (you may use the back-up camera on your vehicle for parallel parking; however, the use of an automated

vehicle parking function will not be allowed)

b. Quick stop — You may be asked to stop your car as quickly as possible at about 20 mph without skidding your tires

¢. Backing — Your ability to back the car for a distance of about 60 feet at a slow rate of speed and as straight and smoothly as
possible. Turn and look back at all times while backing or you may use the back-up camera and mirrors on your vehicle while
backing; however, the use of an automated vehicle parking function will not be allowed

d. Stop signs

e. Traffic signals

f. Use of clutch — On standard transmissions, hold the clutch all the way down when starting the motor, shifting gears, when
stopping, and once your speed drops below 10 mph. Do not drive with your foot resting on the clutch

g. Intersection observance — Use the proper lane; slow down and look both ways before entering the intersection

h. Turns

i. Right-of-way
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j- Following, passing, and proper lane observance
k. Posture — Keep hands on steering wheel; don’t rest your elbow on the window

Pass or Fail Driving Exam
If you do not pass the driving exam, you will need to schedule time for another driving exam. If you pass the driving exam, always
carry your license with you when driving and upon request, show it to:

1. Any peace officer, sheriff, constable, judge, justice of the peace, or state trooper

2. Anyone with whom you are involved in a crash

Penalties for Driving Without a License
During a stop, a law enforcement officer will determine if you have a valid driver license as required.

Table 7: Penalties for Driving Without a License

Conviction Penalty*

1st conviction A fine of up to $200.

2nd conviction in one year A fine of $25 to $200.

Driving without a license, operating a vehicle without insurance at the time of the | Class A misdemeanor punishable by a fine up to $4,000
offense, and driver causes a crash resulting in serious bodily injury or death and/or confinement in jail for not more than 365 days.

*Additional suspensions and surcharges may apply.

Restrictions Placed on a License

A restriction may be placed on your license. This is not meant to interfere with your driving but to make you a better driver.
Following is a complete list of the restriction codes. This information is also available on our website at http:/www.txdps.state.tx.us/
DriverLicense/endrsRestrictions.htm.

Table 8: Restriction Codes

Code Description Code Description
A With corrective lenses P1 For Class M TRC 454.424 until MM/DD/YY
B Licensed operator front seat 21 or over P2 To/from work/school
C Daytime only P3 To/from work
D Not to exceed 45 mph P4 To/from school
E No manual transmission equipped CMV P5 To/from work/school or LOFS 21 or over
F Must hold valid learner license to MM/DD/YY P6 To/from work or LOFS 21 or over
G TRC 545.424 applies until MM/DD/YY P7 To/from school or LOFS 21 or over
H Vehicle not to exceed 26,000 Ibs GVWR P8 With telescopic lens
| Motorcycle not to exceed 250cc P9 LOFS 21 or over bus only

Licensed motorcycle operator 21 or over in sight P10 LOFS 21 or over school bus only

K CDL/CLP Instrastate commerce only P11 Bus not to exceed 26,000 lbs GVWR
L No airbrake equipped CMV P12 Passenger CMV restrict to Class C only
M No Class A passenger vehicle P13 LOFS 21 or over in vehicle equipped w/ airbrake
N No Class A or B passenger vehicle P14 Operation Class B exempt vehicle authorized
(¢} No tractor trailer CMV P15 Operation Class A exempt vehicle authorized
Q LOFS 21 or over, vehicle above Class B P16 If CMV, school buses interstate
R LOFS 21 or over, vehicle above Class C P17 If CMV, government vehicle interstate
S Qutside rearview mirror or hearing aid P18 If CMV, only transport personal property (interstate)
T Automatic transmission P19 If CMV, only transport corpse/sick/injured (interstate)
u Applicable prosthetic devices P20 If CMV, privately transport passengers (interstate)
V Medical Variance documentation required P21 If CMV, fire/rescue (interstate)
W Power steering P22 If CMV, intra-city zone drivers (interstate)
X No cargo in CMV tank vehicle P23 If CMV, custom harvesting (interstate)
Y Valid Texas vision or limb waiver required P24 If CMV, transporting bees/hives (interstate)
z No full airbrake equipped P25 If CMV, use in oil/water well service/drill
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Code Description Code Description
P26 If CMV, for operation of mobile crane P34 No expressway driving
P27 HME expiration date MM/DD/YY P36 Moped
P28 FRSI CDL valid MM/DD/YY to MM/DD/YY P37 Occupational license (no CMV); see court order
P29 FRSI CDL MM/DD/YY - MM/DD/YY or exempt B vehicles P38 Applicable vehicle devices
P30 FRSI CDL MM/DD/YY - MM/DD/YY or exempt A vehicles P39 Ignition interlock required
P31 Class C only: no taxi/bus/emergency vehicle P40 Vehicle not to exceed Class C
P32 Other

Removing or Adding Restrictions
Visit your local driver license office for more information concerning the removal or addition of any restrictions from your driver
license or learner license.

Replacement (Duplicate) or Change of a Driver License or ID Card

You should apply for a replacement license or ID card at your local driver license office if your license or ID card has been lost or
destroyed, or for any change in information. Please bring the required application (DL-43) and documents to verify your citizenship
and identity. For more information on acceptable documents, visit our website at www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/.

A change of name or address must be reported to DPS within 30 days. A license expiring in less than 12 months, or in less than 30
days for a provisional license, should be renewed not duplicated.
Fee (replacement or change of license): $10 for license + $1 fee for transactions made in-person or online = $11

To change your name, you must apply in-person at any driver license office and bring the required documents. For more information
visit our website at www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/.

To change the address on your Texas driver license or ID card you can visit any driver license office. You may also apply online at
www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/ (you must have your card in your possession to apply online), by phone at 1-866-DL-RENEW or
mail an Application for Change of Address Certificate (DL-64). If you do not have the required DL-64, you can download one from
our website at www.dps.texas.gov/InternetForms/.

Mailing Address: Texas Department of Public Safety
License and Record Service
PO Box 149008
Austin, TX 78714-9008

Upon receipt of a $10 fee and proper notification, a new license or ID card with the correct address information, with your previous
photograph or valid without photo, will be mailed to you.

Out-of-State Licensees

If you are out-of-state but maintaining a Texas driver license, you may apply for a duplicate license by mail. Download the Out-of-
State Packet (DL-16P) or Out-of-Country Application (DL-16) from the website, http://www.dps.texas.gov/internetforms/. Complete
and submit the required application with a $10 fee to:

Mailing Address: Texas Department of Public Safety
License and Record Service
PO Box 149008
Austin, TX 78714-9008

NOTE: Some driver licenses are not eligible for online, phone or mail-in transactions. These include CDLs, limited term, sex
offender and licenses issued to persons 79 years of age and older.

Renewing a License

A renewal notice invitation may be mailed to the last address you provided to DPS about six weeks before your license expires. If
you do not receive this courtesy notice, it is your responsibility to renew your license.

10
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Application for Renewal

A Texas driver license must be renewed every six years. A renewal application must be made in person at any driver license office
unless you are eligible to renew online at www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/, by mail, or by phone at 1-866-DL-RENEW. To check
your eligibility to renew, visit us online or call the number provided.

A person must appear in a driver license office at least once every twelve (12) years for a vision exam and to update the photo,
signature and fingerprints. Some of our larger office locations offer the ability to get in line on-line. Please check the website at
www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/ to find out if this service is available at a location near you.

Alternate methods to renew will not be extended to:
1. Any person whose license is suspended, cancelled, revoked, or denied
2. Commercial driver license (CDL) holders
3. Holders of an occupational license, provisional license, or learner license

4. Licensees restricted because of driving ability or a medical condition that requires periodic reviews, including any medical or
physical condition which may result in progressive changes to a licensee’s ability to safely drive a motor vehicle

5. Driver license or ID card holders who are subject to sex offender

6. Driver license holders who are 79 years of age or older

7. Driver license holders who do not have a social security number or photo on file
8. Non-U.S. citizens, due to a verification process

When you are at the driver license office you will be asked questions concerning your medical history. If you have certain medical
limitations, your case may be referred to the Medical Advisory Board (MAB) for their opinion about

how your condition may affect your driving. For more information on MAB, visit our website at
http://www.dps.texas.gov/driverlicense/MedicalRevocation.htm

Individuals Returning to Texas from Military Service

Within 90 days of being honorably discharged, military personnel returning from duty must present a Texas driver license and
separation papers to obtain a renewal license without taking the knowledge and driving exams when the license has been expired
for over two years.

Out-of-State Texas Licensees

Eligible individuals who do not currently reside in Texas but whose true, permanent home is in Texas may mail in their application
for renewal. Download the Out-of-State Packet (DL-16P) or Out-of-Country Application (DL-16) from the website, http://www.dps.
texas.gov/internetforms. The following individuals who are out-of-state are not eligible to renew by mail and must renew in-person.

1. A person subject to sex offender registration requirements
2. A person 79 years of age or older

3. A person holding a commercial driver license (CDL)

4. A person who is not a U.S. citizen

The proper fee and the results of your vision exam, performed by an eye specialist or an authorized driver license employee,
must be included with your application. The license will be renewed and will be valid to expiration date shown or until
45 days after return to Texas, whichever comes first.

Make check or money order made payable to: TX DPS. Do not send cash. Mail to:

Mailing Address: Texas Department of Public Safety
Central Cash Receiving
PO Box 15999
Austin, TX 78761-5999

Suspensions and Revocations
Operating a motor vehicle is a privilege. If this privilege is abused, it may result in a driver license suspension or revocation.

Mandatory suspensions, revocations, and convictions for certain offenses involving fraudulent government records require an ad-
ditional $100 reinstatement fee. Administrative License Revocations (ALR) require an additional $125 reinstatement fee. Some
mandatory suspensions also require filing a Financial Responsibility Insurance Certificate (SR-22).

Mandatory Suspension

Convictions for the following offenses will result in the automatic suspension of your license and driving privilege. For minors, see
the Suspensions and Revocations (Under 21) section in this chapter.

1
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1. Driving while intoxicated (DWI) by use of alcohol or drugs

2. Drug offense

3. Intoxication manslaughter or intoxication assault

4. Failure to stop and render aid

5. Causing the death or serious injury of anyone while operating a motor vehicle; involuntary manslaughter
6. Any offense punishable as a felony under the motor vehicle laws of Texas

7. Overtaking and passing a school bus (subsequent conviction)

8. Boating while intoxicated

9. Evading arrest

10. Driving while license invalid

11. Altered/unlawful use of a driver license

12. Displaying or possessing a fictitious or altered driver license or ID card

13. Lending a driver license or ID card to someone

14. Possessing more than one valid driver license or ID card

15. Providing false information or documents when applying for a driver license

16. Making, selling, or possessing a document deceptively similar to a driver license or ID card issued by DPS
17. Graffiti

18. Fictitious license plate, registration certificate, or safety inspection sticker

19. Fraudulent government records

20. Racing a motor vehicle on a public highway or street

Administrative Suspensions and Revocations
DPS has the authority to suspend or revoke a driver license or privilege of any driver, after an opportunity for a proper hearing, for
any of the reasons listed below. A reinstatement fee is required for all discretionary suspensions and revocations.

1. Driving while license invalid
2. Causing a serious crash while driving a motor vehicle
3. Becoming incompetent to drive
4. Repeated violations of traffic laws, including:
a. Four or more traffic convictions occurring separately within any 12-month period or
b. Seven or more traffic convictions within any 24-month period
5. Failure to complete a drug education program as required upon conviction of a drug offense
6. Failure to provide medical information when requested
7. Failure to take or pass a test when requested
8. Fleeing or attempting to flee from a law enforcement officer
9. Person has committed an offense in another state, which if committed in this state would be grounds for suspension or revocation
10. Fail to stop for a school bus (second conviction)
11. Violates a probation order set by a previous hearing

Suspensions and Revocations (Under 21)

Convictions or failure to comply with the following offenses will result in automatic suspension of the driving privilege of indi-
viduals who are less than 21 years of age (See Administrative License Revocation (ALR) section for more suspension information
regarding minors.)

Alcoholic Beverage Code Offenses
1. Minor in possession
2. Attempt to purchase alcohol by a minor
3. Purchase of alcohol by a minor

4. Consumption of alcohol by a minor

12
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5. Misrepresentation of age by a minor
6. Driving or operating a watercraft under the influence of alcohol by a minor
7. Failure to complete an alcohol awareness class
Health and Safety Code Violations
1. Failure to complete a tobacco awareness class when required
2. Drug offense
3. An offense under the Controlled Substance Act
4. A felony under Chapter 481 that is not a drug offense
Family Code Violations
1. Delinquent conduct by a minor or juvenile
2. Truancy

Suspend or Revoke After Hearing of Minor
DPS has the authority to suspend or revoke the license or driving privilege of a minor after a proper hearing, for:

1. A juvenile court order
2. Failure to pay a fine or juvenile contempt, and
3. Two or more traffic convictions occurring separately within any 12-month period for a driver who is less than 18 years of age

Administrative License Revocation (ALR)
The Administrative License Revocation (ALR) law provides an administrative penalty for driving while intoxicated. A $125 rein-
statement fee is required for all ALR suspensions.

DPS is authorized to suspend a license or driving privilege:

1. For individuals who are over 21 years of age who fail a breath or blood test (the blood alcohol content indicates a level of 0.08
or more)

2. Of any person who refuses to submit to a breath or blood test, or

3. For individuals who are under 21 years of age for any detectable amount of alcohol

Cancellations
DPS is authorized to cancel the driver license or ID card of individuals who do not meet certain qualifications. The following types
of cases require cancellation of a driver license or ID card:

1. Suspension and revocation action from another state

2. Parental authorization withdrawn (for individuals who are under 18 years of age)

3. Failure to give the required information on the application for the license or ID card
4. Person is not entitled to the license or ID card

5. Incomplete driver education

6. Voluntary surrender for medical or insurance purposes

7. False statement on an application for a license or ID card

Court-Ordered Suspensions, Revocations, and Cancellations
Upon receipt of a court order, DPS will suspend, revoke, or cancel a license or driving privilege for:

1. Delinquent child support

2. Requirement for an ignition interlock device (see www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/IgnitionInterlock.htm for more information)
3. Failure to repay any overpayment of food stamps or financial assistance

4. Mentally incapacitated

5. Chemically dependent

6. Failure to renew their license annually as required (classified sex offender)
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Denials

DPS is authorized to deny the issuance of a driver license to a person who is ineligible to receive a license in this state. An applicant
may be denied a driver license for:

1. Suspension/revocation/cancellation/disqualification status in Texas, another state, or Canadian Province

2. Physical or mental incapacity preventing the safe operation of a motor vehicle

. . . . s Ze
3. Acquiring motor vehicle fuel without payment s;;ec:a/ No o
. _ s " 28 may 4 tf: of a Texas,
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8. Failure to appear or failure to pay for certain violations

9. Drug offense

Driving While License Invalid (DWLI)

Individuals who drive a motor vehicle while their driver license is suspended, revoked, denied, or cancelled are subject to suspen-
sions and criminal penalties. The penalties for driving a motor vehicle while your license is invalid are listed below.

Table 9: Penalties for Driving While License Invalid (DWLI)

Offense Penalty
Driving a motor vehicle while driver license or privilege is suspended, cancelled, Class C misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up
denied, or revoked. to $500.
The person has a previous conviction for the same offense, was operating a vehicle Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to
without insurance at the time of the offense, or the person’s license had been sus- $2,000 and/or confinement in jail for not more than
pended because of an offense involving operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated. 180 days.
The person was operating a vehicle without insurance at the time of the offense and Class A misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to
caused a crash which resulted in serious bodily injury or death of another. The suspen- | $4,000 and/or confinement in jail for not more than
sion will automatically be extended. 365 days.

Penalties for Non-Driving Alcohol-Related Offenses by Minors

The Zero Tolerance law provides penalties for minors who commit non-driving alcohol related offenses. A minor may not purchase,
attempt to purchase, falsely state he/she is 21 years of age or older, or present a document indicating he/she is 21 years of age or older
to a person engaged in selling or serving alcoholic beverages. A minor may not consume, or possess an alcoholic beverage. The
penalties for non-driving alcohol-related offenses for minors are listed below.

Table 10: Penalties for Non-Driving Alcohol-Related Offenses - Minors

Offense Penalty

1st offense Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to $500, 8 to 12 hours of community service, and mandatory
alcohol awareness course attendance. The driver license will be suspended (or privilege will be denied if not
licensed) for 30 days.

2nd offense Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine up to $500, 20 to 40 hours of community service, and the minor may
be required to attend an alcohol awareness course. The driver license will be suspended (or privilege will be denied
if not licensed) for 60 days.

3rd offense Class B misdemeanor punishable by a fine of $250 to $2,000; minor may also be required to attend an alcohol
(At least 17 years of age | awareness course. The driver license will be suspended (or privilege will be denied if not licensed) for 180 days.
but less than 21) Minors are not eligible for deferred disposition on the third conviction or any subsequent conviction.

3rd offense Class C misdemeanor punishable by a fine up to $500, 20 to 40 hours of community service, and the minor may

(Under 17 years of age) | be required to attend an alcohol awareness course. The driver license will be suspended (or privilege will be denied
if not licensed) for 60 days, or the case can be transferred to Juvenile Court as delinquent conduct.

A minor who is convicted of driving while his/her license is suspended because of a non-driving alcohol related offense is subject
to the penalties of Driving While License Invalid (DWLI).
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Other Non-Driving Penalties for Alcohol-Related Offenses
A person, who purchases, furnishes, or sells an alcoholic beverage to a minor is subject to the penalties listed in the table below.

Table 11: Penalties for Purchasing, Furnishing, or Selling Alcohol to a Minor

Offense Penalty
Purchased or furnished alcohol to a minor A fine of up to $4,000 and/or confinement in jail for up to one year.
Sold alcohol to a minor A fine of up to $4,000 and/or confinement in jail for up to one year.

Occupational License (Essential Need License)
An occupational license, also called an essential need license, is a special type of restricted license issued to individuals:

1. Whose driver license has been canceled, suspended, revoked, or denied for certain offenses (other than medical or delinquent
child support); and

2. Who can prove to a court there is an essential need to drive.
Individuals may still qualify for an occupational license even if their driver license has been suspended for surcharges.

Application for an occupational license is made to the district, county, or justice of the peace court in the precinct or county of the
licensee’s residence or to the court of original jurisdiction, whichever is applicable. If the court determines an individual is eligible
for an occupational license then a court order will be issued. The court order authorizes DPS to issue the occupational license. The
applicant must submit the court order and all required items to DPS before an occupational license can be issued. The fee for this
type of license is $10 per year. The court order may be used for 45 days for driving purposes while the occupational license is being
processed. After 45 days, you must have both the court order and the occupational license in your possession.

A person issued an occupational license must also carry a certified copy of the court order when operating a vehicle and must allow
a law enforcement officer to examine the order at the officer’s lawful request. An occupational license may not be issued to drive a
commercial motor vehicle.

For more information on occupational licenses, visit our website at http://www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/Occupational License.htm.

Driver Responsibility Program (DRP)
The Driver Responsibility Program (DRP) establishes a system that authorizes the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) to
assess surcharges to an individual based on certain traffic offenses.

A surcharge is an administrative fee based on convictions reported to the driver record. A surcharge is in addition to other types of
fees and does not replace a suspension, revocation, disqualification, denial, or cancellation action resulting from the same convic-
tion. To check your driver eligibility, visit https:/txapps.texas.gov/txapp/txdps/dleligibility/login.do

Two criteria are used to determine if a surcharge will be assessed: Point system and Conviction based.

Individuals who have both points and convictions reported to their driver record will receive separate surcharges for each offense;
a surcharge for the points and a surcharge for the conviction.

Point System
Points are assessed for traffic convictions. Once the conviction has been reported to the driver record, points are assigned and
remain on your driver record for three years. A person will receive:

» Two points for a Texas or out-of-state traffic conviction
* Three points for a Texas or out-of-state traffic conviction that resulted in a crash

A surcharge is assessed when the driver has six or more points on his/her driver record within three years. The driver is required to
pay an additional $100 surcharge for the first six points and $25 for every point after six. The surcharge is assessed every year the
driver maintains six or more points.

Conviction Based
A driver convicted of one of the offenses listed in the Conviction Based Surcharges (DRP) table is assessed a surcharge every year
for three years. Points are not assessed for these offenses because the surcharge is automatic upon conviction.
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Table 12: Conviction Based Surcharges (DRP)

Type of Conviction Surcharge
Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) - 1st offense $1,000
DWI - second and subsequent offenses $1,500
DWI with blood alcohol concentration of 0.16 or greater $2,000
No Insurance Up to $250
Driving While License is Invalid (DWLI); license is cancelled, suspended, or revoked $250
No driver license (No license, expired license, or no CDL) Up to $100

e Individuals are permitted to reduce:
- No Insurance surcharges that were assessed on or after September 1, 2015, to $125 per year, if they obtain a SR-22A
insurance policy no later than 60 days after the date of offense.
- No driver license surcharge that were assessed on or after September 1, 2015 to $50 per year, if they obtain a driver's
license no later than 60 days after the date of offense. A valid driver license also includes an occupational, commercial,
and interlock/restricted license.

eIndividuals are permitted to waive their No Insurance surcharge assessed on or after September 1, 2017 if they submit
proof of insurance to DPS that was valid on the date of offense.

DPS Contracts with a Vendor
DPS contracts with an outside vendor (Municipal Services Bureau — MSB) to collect surcharges. This vendor is legally authorized
to charge the following service fees in addition to the surcharge:

1. A service fee of four percent of the original surcharge amount;

2. An installment plan payment fee of $2.50 per partial payment;

3. A credit or debit card fee of 2.25 percent of the payment plus $0.25 (except where prohibited by law); and
4. An electronic check fee of $2.00 per payment.

Driver Record Review

DPS reviews surcharge cases annually. The number of points on a record can vary each year based on convictions that are added or
removed. Please be aware there is a lapse in time from the date you are convicted for an offense and the date your conviction is re-
ported to DPS by the courts. As a result, points may be added to or deducted from your record for offenses committed in the previous
12-month period. For more information regarding driver record review, please visit http:/www.dps.texas.gov/DriverLicense/drp.htm.

Driver Notification

A letter will be mailed to you notifying you of the surcharges you have been assessed. Letters are mailed to the address DPS has on
record or to your most recent forwarding address, if it is different. So it’s important to notify DPS of any changes to your informa-
tion. To change your address online, visit our website at http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/DriverLicense/.

Payment of Surcharges

Surcharges must be paid within 105 days or an individual’s driver license will be suspended for failure to comply with the surcharge
requirements. Individuals can pay all three years in advance or enter into an installment payment. For more information regarding
payment options, please visit http:/www.txdps.state.tx.us/DriverLicense/drp.htm. The individual’s driving privileges will remain
suspended until an installment agreement is established or all surcharges and related costs are paid in full.

Payments can be made online at https://www.txsurchargeonline.com/ or by calling 800-688-6882.

Individuals may also mail a personal check, money order, or cashier’s check to the address below. Do not send cash. Individuals must
write their name, driver license number and reference number, on their payment so their record can be properly identified. Make
check or money order payment to MSB and allow three days for processing.

Mailing Address: Surcharge Processing;
PO Box 16733
Austin, Texas 78761-6733

Indigency and Incentive Programs
The Indigency program reduces the amount of surcharges owed for some individuals who have incomes at or below
125 percent of the federal poverty guidelines.

The Incentive program reduces the amount of surcharges owed for some individuals who have incomes above 125 percent and below
300 percent of the federal poverty guidelines.
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A summary of additional features and requirements of this program are:
1. All surcharges assessed are eligible for a reduction.
2. Under the Indigency program the surcharge amount owed is waived.
3. Under the Incentive program the surcharge amount owed is reduced to 50 percent.
4. Customers are still required to pay the full amount of all other applicable fees.

5. Once approved for a reduction under the Incentive program, th